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_______1. More than one attack of acute arthritis  

_______2. Maximum inflammation developed within 1 day  

_______3. Monoarthritis attack  

_______4. Redness observed over joints  

_______5. First metatarsophalangeal joint painful or swollen  

_______6. Unilateral first metatarsophalangeal joint attack  

_______7. Unilateral tarsal joint attack  

_______8. Tophus (proven or suspected)  

_______9. Hyperuricemia  

_______10. Asymmetric swelling within a joint on x ray*  

_______11. Subcortical cysts without erosions on x ray  

_______12. Monosodium urate monohydrate microcrystals in joint fluid during attack  

_______13. Joint fluid culture negative for organisms during attack  

 

* This criterion could logically be found on examination as well as on x ray. However the protocol 

did not request this information in regard to examination.  

Wallace SL, Robinson H, Masi AT, Decker JL, McCarty DJ, Yü T-F. Preliminary criteria for the 

classification of the acute arthritis of primary gout. Arthritis Rheum 1977;20:895---900. 
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CPPD Criteria: 

_______I. Demonstration of CPPD crystals, obtained by biopsy or aspirated synovial fluid, by definitive 

means (such as characteristic radiographic diffraction powder pattern) 

 

_______II.A. Identification of monoclinic or triclinic crystals showing a weak positive birefringence (or 

no birefringence) by compensated polarized light microscopy 

 

B. Presence of typical calcifications on radiographs (as discussed in text): heavy punctate and 

linear calcifications in fibrocartilages, articular (hyaline) cartilages, and joint capsules, 

especially if bilaterally symmetric 

 

_______III. A. Acute arthritis, especially of knees or other large joints 

 

B. Chronic arthritis, especially of knee, hip, wrist, carpus, elbow, shoulder, and 

metacarpophalangeal joints, particularly if accompanied by acute exacerbations 

 

_______Diagnostic Categories: 

A. Definite: Criteria I or II(A) must be fulfilled 

 

B. Probable: Criteria IIA or IIB must be fulfilled 

 

C. Possible: Criteria IIIA or IIIB suggests possible underlying CPPD deposition disease 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


